
A Teaching and Learning Bulletin Board

Classroom management

It’s Center Time! 
Use the display to assign or let students choose centers for center time. Place the Centers 
banner in the middle of the Think Tank and label each light bulb with a student’s name. 
(When not in use, you can keep the light bulbs in an envelope stapled to the corner of the 
bulletin board. If needed, you’ll find additional light bulbs on page 3 of this guide; simply 
copy and laminate.) Label each compartment of the Think Tank with a different center, for 
instance, Writing, Math, Science, Art, and so on. You can place students’ light bulbs in the 
appropriate compartments to show what center you’d like them to visit. 

Team Tank!
The board is a great way to assign classroom jobs. If you like, attach the Work Lab banner 
to the center compartment (you can also write your own label, such as Class Jobs). 
Write a different job at the top of each compartment (Water Plants, Wipe Tables, and so 
on) and label the light bulbs with students’ names. Place one or two light bulbs in each 
compartment, as appropriate. You can rotate jobs weekly by moving students’ light bulbs 
clockwise to the next compartment. 

Shining Bright
You can use the Bright Minds banner to make students’ work shine! Write a different subject 
area on each compartment, such as Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, and label each 
light bulb with a different student’s name. Then let students choose their favorite subject 
and place their light bulb in the appropriate compartment. You can help students find a 
particularly well-done piece of work in that subject and display it near their light bulb for 
the whole class to see! 

Message Machine
The display also serves as a handy, flexible class communications center. You can use it to 
remind students of homework assignments by labeling compartments with subject areas, 
writing the assignments on light bulbs, and placing them in the appropriate compartment. 

Displaying 
and Using 
Your Bulletin 
Board Set
Choose an eye-level 

bulletin board on 

which to display 

your “Think Tank” 

bulletin board set. 

Use the display, 

individual bulletin 

board pieces, and 

the reproducible 

patterns in this 

resource guide to 

do the suggested 

activities.
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Using the Reproducibles
Extend learning by copying the 

reproducibles on pages 3–4 and using 

them with the following activities.

♦♦ Bright♦Ideas: Celebrate innovation 

with this activity. Copy the light bulbs 

on page 3 and cut them out. Then 

write the name of a famous inventor 

on each light bulb (such as Thomas 

Edison, George Washington Carver, 

Benjamin Franklin, and so on). Assign 

a light bulb to each student, or have 

students work in groups to research 

the “bright ideas,” or inventions of 

that person. Students can attach the 

light bulb to a sheet of paper and 

write facts they find beneath the bulb. 

If you like, you can create a class book 

by binding the pages together and 

gluing an additional light bulb to a 

sheet of construction paper as a cover. 

♦♦ The♦Idea♦Generator:♦Use the 

reproducible on page 4 to help get 

students’ ideas flowing before writing 

on a topic. Form groups of four or 

five and distribute a copy of the Idea 

Generator to each group. Assign 

one student per group to serve as 

“scribe.” Have the students write the 

topic, such as ocean life, in the upper 

box. Then have the groups brainstorm 

words and ideas related to the topic, 

while the scribes jot them down in  

the larger box below. Invite groups  

to share their ideas with the rest of  

the class. 

You can also use it to display daily or weekly class schedules by 
labeling the compartments with days of the week or times of day, 
and writing activities on the light bulbs. Whenever students need a 
reminder, put it on the Think Tank bulletin board. Encourage students 
to check the display each day to keep up to date on class news! 

language arts

All in the Family
Use the display to practice word families. Simply label each 
compartment with a phonogram, or word ending, and write words 
from each family on the light bulbs. For instance, you might label 
separate compartments -at, -an, and -in, and write the words cat, 
bat, sat, man, tan, van, pin, tin, and win on light bulbs. Place the 
light bulb pieces in a paper bag and invite students to choose one at 
random. Then challenge them to place the light bulbs in the correct 
compartment. 

Wonderful Words
Try using the display as a vocabulary word wall. You can write word 
categories (such as Weather, Animals, Plants) or parts of speech (such as 
Nouns, Adjectives, Verbs) on the compartments, and label the light bulbs 
with words belonging to each category. Then challenge students to sort 
the words into the appropriate compartments. Encourage students to 
refer to the word wall when working on a writing assignment.

soCial studies

Working World
Use the display to focus on different careers. You can place the 
Work Lab label in the center of the Think Tank and label each 
compartment with a job, such as Teacher, Firefighter, Police Officer, 
Librarian, and so on. Then have students label a light bulb with their 
name and place it in the compartment labeled with the job they’d 
like to do most. You can use the reproducibles on page 3 to extend 
the activity; have students draw a picture of themselves doing their 
chosen job on a light bulb, and add the illustrations to your display. 

math

Think It Out!
Use the Think Tank banner for a display that gets students thinking! 
Write a different set of numbers at the top of each compartment: for 
instance, 5, 4, 9. Then challenge students to write different addition 
or subtraction fact families for those numbers on light bulbs and 
place them in that compartment. In this case, for example, fact 
families might include 5 + 4 = 9, 4 + 5 = 9, 9 − 4 = 5, and 9 − 5 = 

4. You can also simply write an incomplete equation at the top of 
each compartment (such as 8 × 2 =), have students write the correct 
answer on a light bulb (16) and place it in the compartment beneath. 
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