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A Teaching and Learning Bulletin Board

Language arts

Welcome Beginnings
Display one letter at a time from the letters used to make the large word WELCOME. Ask 
children to brainstorm words that begin with that letter. Encourage them to also search 
print around the room to come up with words. As children give their responses, emphasize 
the sound made by the beginning letter. To extend, you might prepare other letters to use 
for this activity. Simply die-cut and laminate additional block letters to display, then attach 
one of the individual chameleons to the letter. 

Sight Word Camouflage
Reinforce children’s sight-word recognition skills with this fun and easy activity. First, use 
a wipe-off pen to label each chameleon with a different sight word (or use the patterns on 
page 3). Randomly display the pieces on the bulletin board. Then call out a child’s name 
and point to a word on the display. Ask the child to read the word aloud and then try to 
find the same word “camouflaged” in print around the room. You might allow the child a 
specific time limit—such as 30 seconds—to find one or more matching words. After that 
time, invite classmates to point out matching words they might have found around the 
room. 

Math

Chameleon Computation
Choose math facts that children need to practice—addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
or division. Then use a wipe-off pen to write one problem on the front of each of the 
chameleons. (Or you might use the leaf patterns on page 3). Note the answers on the backs 
of the chameleons. To use, invite a child to choose a chameleon, solve the problem, then 
check the answer on the back. If desired, you might use the chameleons in a math center to 
give children independent practice in learning math facts. 

Displaying 
and Using 
Your Bulletin 
Board Set
Choose an eye-level 

bulletin board on 

which to display 

your “Welcome 

Chameleons” 

bulletin board 

set. Use a wipe-

off pen to label 

the individual 

chameleons on 

leaves with students’ 

names. You can 

also use the display, 

individual bulletin 

board pieces, and 

the reproducible 

patterns in this 

resource guide to 

do the suggested 

activities.
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Using Related  
Coordinating Products
Use these ideas with the coordinating 

products to extend students’ learning 

across the curriculum. Use a wipe-off 

pen to write on the products that have 

laminated surfaces. To erase, simply wipe 

off the print with a paper towel.

Scalloped Trimmer

 ♦ To make ready-to-use yardsticks, use a 

permanent marker to draw inch marks 

along the back straight edge of the 3-foot-

long border pieces. Number the marks 

from 1 to 36. Invite children to use the 

yardsticks to measure the length of tables, 

bookshelves, and other objects at school.

Printer Paper 

 ♦ Expand the “Chameleon” theme to 

include other areas of your classroom by 

using the printer paper for center labels, 

schedules, and special announcements. 

Name Plates

 ♦ Write each child’s name on a “Chameleon” 

name plate. Then invite children to use the 

letters in their names to spell out as many 

different words as possible. Have them 

write their words on a sheet of paper. Later, 

have children exchange name plates and 

word lists with a partner. Ask the partner 

to use the name plate to check the word 

list. If desired, each partner might make up 

their own list of words that can be spelled 

with the letters in their classmate’s name. 

Note Pads

 ♦ Label a supply of “Chameleon” note-

pad pages with individual consonants, 

consonant blends, and digraphs. Distribute 

the pages to children and challenge them 

to search print around the room to find 

as many examples as possible that begin 

with their letter or letter combination. 

Have children write their word discoveries 

on paper. Then invite them to share their 

findings with the class.

science

Chameleon Fact Chains
Invite students to create fact chains to share what they learn about 
chameleons. First, have children research chameleons to find 
out where they live, what they eat, how they develop, and other 
interesting information about the animal. To make a chain, copy a 
supply of the fact cards (page 4) and ask children to write one fact 
per card, adding illustrations if desired. Then have children color 
each chameleon, cut out their cards, punch holes in them where 
indicated, and lace a length of yarn through the holes to create a 
chain of facts. After children share their chameleon facts with the 
class, hang or drape the chains near your bulletin board display. 

sociaL studies

Chameleons Across the Continents
Invite small groups to research where chameleons live naturally. After 
students discover the locations of the natural habitats of chameleons, 
have them find these places on a large world map. (While most 
chameleons are natives of Madagascar, they also live in other areas 
of Africa, as well as India, some parts of Europe, and the Middle 
East.) To make map markers, have the groups color and cut out 
reduced-sized copies of the chameleon patterns on page 3. Then 
invite them to use removable adhesive to attach their markers to the 
map to show where chameleons live. As they place their chameleons, 
encourage children to use their map skills by pointing out and 
naming nearby countries, bodies of water, or landforms they might 
recognize.

cLassrooM ManageMent

Grouping Students
Use your display to group children. First, cut out large leaves from 
green construction paper, one leaf per group. (Or you might use hte 
leaf patterns on page 3.) Then, write the name of each group on a 
separate leaf. Use a wipe-off pen to write each child’s name on one 
of the chameleons and place it with the leaf labeled with that child’s 
group. At the beginning of group time, have children find their 
names on the display and gather into their groups. Similarly, you can 
use the display to assign children to learning centers. Simply write 
the names of learning centers on the leaves. Then place children’s 
names with the centers you want them to visit.

Message Center
Choose individual chameleons from your display to help 
communicate special messages, such as a thought for the day, special 
assignments, upcoming events, the daily or weekly schedule, or even 
coded messages for children to solve. First, write your messages 
on speech bubble cutouts. Then display each speech bubble with 
a chameleon in a prominent place in the room. Each day, remind 
children to check the display for any new messages or assignments. 
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